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ENLIGHTEN 
YOURSELF.
MAKE IT 
DERBY.
Are you looking for a city break 
steeped in culture and heritage?

Derby Silk Mill is widely regarded 
as the world’s first modern 
factory, now home to the 
Museum of Making – revealing 
300 years of history through 
remarkable collections. 

The Museum and Art Gallery 
holds paintings by Joseph Wright 
of Derby, the master of light 
and shadow. Discover his 
work here, ahead of a major 
exhibition with The National 
Gallery, London. Just down the 
road is the elegant Georgian 
home of Enlightenment 
architect Joseph Pickford.

The Derwent Valley shaped 
Derby as a city of making and 
creativity. This legacy continues 
with modern-day creatives and 
heritage industries. Try your hand 
at screen-printing at Green Door 
Printmaking Studio or throw a 
pot at Denby Pottery Village.

Step into the newly 
transformed Derby Market 
Hall - a reimagined dining, 
retail, and events destination. 
Discover independent 
eateries, wine producers, 
distilleries, and craft beer 
bars in and around the city.
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MUSEUM OF MAKING
Silk Mill Lane, Derby DE1 3AF

Derby Silk Mill, the site of the world’s first 
modern factory and a UNESCO World Heritage 
site, is home to the Museum of Making. 
Highlights include the Assemblage, an open 
museum store, and a varied programme of 
events. Enjoy a home-made lunch in the 
River Kitchen and don’t forget to peruse 
the shop for locally-sourced gifts.

derbymuseums.org/museum-and-art-gallery
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MUSEUM & ART GALLERY
The Strand, Derby DE1 1BS

Joseph Wright of Derby is an internationally 
renowned artist, a master of light and shadow. 
The world’s largest collection of his paintings 
and works on paper are housed here. His 
masterpiece The Orrery is sure to capture your 
imagination. Also discover a varied, intriguing 
collection of objects and a regular programme 
of exhibitions and events.

derbymuseums.org/museum-of-making

PICKFORDS’ HOUSE
41 Friar Gate, Derby DE1 1DA

Step into the family home of Enlightenment 
architect Joseph Pickford. This elegant 
townhouse showcases how the family would 
have lived with period room settings celebrating 
the grandeur of Georgian architecture. The 
garden follows the French parterre design. 
The gift shop located in the Brewhouse has 
traditional children’s toys and bespoke items 
inspired by temporary exhibitions.

derbymuseums.org/pickfords-house

http://derbymuseums.org
http://derbymuseums.org/museum-and-art-gallery
http://derbymuseums.org/museum-of-making
http://derbymuseums.org/pickfords-house


DENBY POTTERY VILLAGE
Derby Road, Denby DE5 8NX

Roll up your sleeves behind the potter’s 
wheel in the craft studio. Book into one of 
the workshops with the studio potter to 
create your own hand-thrown pot using 
locally sourced clay, kiln-fired and fully 
finished in the distinctive Denby glaze.

https://denbypottery.digitickets.co.uk/tickets

JOHN SMEDLEY
Lea Mills, Lea Bridge, Matlock DE4 5AG

A family-owned company that has made 
luxury knitwear since the 18th century. 
Traditional craftsmanship is combined with 
the latest technology to produce hand-
finished garments of the highest quality 
using sustainable yarns. Take a guided tour 
of the mill and don’t forget to visit their 
outlet store to pick up a bargain.

www.johnsmedley.com

BANKS MILL STUDIOS
71 Bridge Street, Derby DE1 3LB

This refurbished landmark building provides 
studios to over 30 artists and creatives. On 
the first Saturday of the month Banks Mill 
hosts the Monthly Makers Market where 
you can buy handmade pieces directly 
from the people who made them. Visit in 
November for the popular Open Studios.

www.banksmill.co.uk

WHITE PEAK DISTILLERY
Derwent Wire Works, Matlock Road, 
Ambergate DE56 2HE

A full-scale distillery making the award-
winning Wire Works Whisky, Shining Cliff 
Gin, and White Peak Rum with a proud focus 
on its Derbyshire provenance. Experience 
the unique atmosphere of a working 
distillery set in the former Johnson and 
Nephew Wire Works of the 1870s.

www.whitepeakdistillery.co.uk

GREEN DOOR 
PRINTMAKING STUDIO
Banks Mill, 71 Bridge Street, Derby DE1 3LB

Derbyshire’s only open access print studio 
dedicated to innovative and environmentally 
sound printmaking, offering taster sessions 
and bespoke tailored courses. Green Door 
organise two major events over the year; 
the Derby Print Open in June and the 
International Print Exchange in October. 

www.greendoor-printmaking.co.uk

MAKE IT 
DERBY.
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CROMFORD MILLS
Mill Road, Cromford, Matlock DE4 3RQ

Cromford Mills was built in 1771 by inventor 
and entrepreneur Sir Richard Arkwright. 
Take a tour to discover how the Derwent 
Valley changed the world and became a 
cornerstone of the Industrial Revolution. 
Independent shops and cafes surround the 
old mill yard, in this picturesque location.

www.cromfordmills.org.uk

SCARTHIN BOOKS
The Promenade, Cromford, 
Matlock DE4 3QF

Selling over 100,000 new, used and 
antiquarian books in 12 rooms over 
three floors of a converted house in 
the picturesque village of Cromford, 
this is a destination book shop with 
a vegetarian café giving you plenty 
of time to browse.

www.scarthinbooks.com

DERBY CATHEDRAL
Iron Gate, Derby DE1 3GP

Derby Cathedral, known as the Cathedral 
Church of All Saints, is noteworthy for 
its striking architecture and deep-rooted 
community significance. Dating back to the 
10th century, the current structure reflects 
a combination of medieval and 18th-
century design, with its graceful Tudor 
tower standing proudly over the city.

derbycathedral.org

RIVERBOAT
Opposite the Silk Mill, DE1 2EB

The electric Riverboat, ‘Outram’ is named 
after Derbyshire’s Benjamin Outram, who 
built many of the UK’s canals and railways. 
Explore one of England’s most bio-diverse 
rivers on your way up to the attractive 
village of Darley Abbey. The return journey 
is approximately 45 minutes.

www.visitderby.co.uk/listings/derby-
riverboat-trips

SADLER GATE
Derby DE1 3NF

Winding through the heart of Derby’s 
Cathedral Quarter, this historic, trendy 
street is lined  with independent 
boutiques, eateries and bars. It takes 
its name from the traditional leather 
workers who were originally based here. 

LOCAL
ATTRACTIONS.
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DERBY MARKET HALL
Tenant Street, Derby DE1 2DB

Derby Market Hall is a flagship dining, retail and 
events destination packed with street food vendors, 
bars, cafés and on-site distillery, alongside a mix of 
permanent and pop-up stalls selling everything from 
fresh produce to vintage clothing.

www.derbymarkethall.co.uk

THE STAY COMPANY
Friar Gate, Derby DE1 1DJ

High-quality serviced apartments in a stunning 
grade II listed Georgian building. These spacious, 
comfortable, and chic city centre getaways boast an 
excellent location on a charming street with all the 
amenities you could ask for.

www.thestaycompany.com

SUDS AND SODA
Friary Works, 119 Friar Gate, Derby DE1 1EX

Pull up a pew at this specialist craft beer bar and bottle 
shop on Friar Gate, featuring a rotating cast of the best 
new and exciting beers from around the world.

LEONARDO HOTELS
King Street, Derby DE1 3DB

Based in the Cathedral Quarter, Leonardo Hotel Derby 
is a ten-minute walk from the city centre. Boasting 213 
bedrooms each designed to offer spacious comfort 
with a modern touch, ensuring a relaxing stay.

www.leonardohotels.co.uk

BEAR
Iron Gate, Derby DE1 3FJ

Located in Derby’s Cathedral Quarter, BEAR serves up 
speciality coffee, brunch, cocktails and small plates in 
a relaxed space. From morning shakshuka to evening 
drinks, it’s your go-to for familiar favourites and fresh 
flavours, all day long.

bemorebear.co

MAKE A 
WEEKEND 
OF IT.

With so much culture and heritage 
in Derby and great places to unwind 
it’s a shame to leave.

Stay the night in one of our boutique hotels or chic, city centre apartments. 
Derby is the most centrally located city in the UK on the edge of the Peak 
District National Park. It’s easy to get to - less than two hours from London 
and Manchester by train. Heritage, culture, and nature all meet here. 
We have put together a suggested travel break for you. 
derbymuseums.org/enlighten-yourself-make-it-derby

BOOK ONE 
OF OUR 
CULTURE 
BREAKS…

http://www.derbymarkethall.co.uk
http://www.thestaycompany.com
http://www.leonardohotels.co.uk
http://bemorebear.co
https://derbymuseums.org/enlighten-yourself-make-it-derby
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cromford,+Matlock/@53.0723887,-1.5484007,12.34z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x48798bcc45b4b0f3:0x78215b1b3885dd79!8m2!3d53.1068725!4d-1.5625361!16zL20vMDNrOXhx?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Derby/@52.9119394,-1.5144328,12.96z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x4879e43286a4caa7:0x5fc9de954e36df!8m2!3d52.9225301!4d-1.4746186!16zL20vMDI1cl90!5m1!1e4?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYyMy4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
http://derbymuseums.org
https://www.instagram.com/derbymuseums
https://www.facebook.com/derbymuseums

